SPEECH 


Mr,UUilliam Pleſſington, 


Who was EXECUTED at 


.: ( For being a Prieſt of the Church of Reme) July 19. 167 9. 


Dear : Commtrymen, 


| ogg here to be executed, neither for Theft, Murder, nor any thing a- 

gainſt the Law of God, nor any fact or Dofrie inconſiſtent with 
Monarchy or Civil Government, I fuppole feveral now preſent heard my 
Tyal the laſt Aſſizes, and can teſtify thar nothing was laid co my charge 
bur Prieſt-hood, and I am ture that you will find chat Prieſt-hood is neither 
againſt the Law of God nor Monarchy, or Civil Government. If you will cone 
ſult eicher the Old or New Teitament, (for it is the Baſis of Religion ) for 
no Prieſt no Relizion, S. Paid teils us in Hebrews, the 7. and 12. The 
Prieit-hood being changed, there is made allo of neceſſity a change of 
the Law, and conlequently the Priest-hood being abolifh't, the Law and 
Rel:710n 1s quite gone. 

Burt I know it will be faid, that a Prieſt ordayned by authority derived 
from the See of Ron, is by the Law of the Nation to die as a Traytor, bur 
if that be ſo whar muſt become of all the Clergy-men of the Church of Eng: 
Land, for the firſt Proteitant Biſhops, had their Ordmation from thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, or none at all, as appears by their own writers, {o that 
Ordinatton comes derivarively to thoſe now living: = .. 

As in the Primitive times, Chriftians were eſteemed Traytors ; and fuf- 


fered as ſuch by National Laws, ſo are the Priefts of the Roman Church,here 


eſtcemed and, ſuffer as ſuch. Bur as Chriſtianity then was not againſt the 
Law of God, Monarchy,or Civil Policy,lo now there 1s not any one Point of the 
Roman Catholique Faith, (of which Faith Tam) that is inconſiſtent there- 
with, as is evident by induction in each ſeveral Point. 


That 


"Thar the Pope hath power to depoic or give licenſe to Murder Princes, 
is no point of our Belife. And I protelt in the fight of God and the Cove 
of, Fleaven, that Fam abſolutely innocent of the Plec fo nuich dijcoureſd 
of, and abhor luch bloody and damnable defigns, and aic.ough itibe 
Nine Weeks f1ace | was ſentenced to die, there is not any thing of thar 
laid ro my charge, ſo that I may well take comfort in S. Peters words, 


1 Per. 14,15, 16. Let none of you faffer as a Murderer, er as a Thitf, or as 
an Evil doer, or as a Buſte Body m other mns matters, yet if an; man j«iffer as a 
Cbrisl:,ni-let him not. be afſ;amed or Sorry. I have deſerved a worle death, 
for though 1 have been a faithful and true Subject to my Kine, I have 
been a grievous finner againſt God;Tireves and Robbers that Rob on High- 
ways, would have ſerved God in a greater perfection then I have done 
had they teceived ſo many favours and graces from him as I have. 

But as there was never {tnner who tfuly repented and heartily called 
to Jeſus for mercy, to whom he dia not ſhew mercy ; 16 1 hope by the. 
merits of his Paſſion, he will have mercy on me, who am heartily ſorry 

that ever I offended him. | 

Bear witneſs good kearers,thar 7 profeſs that 7undoubredly and firm- 
ly believe all the Articles of the Roman Catholique Faith, and for the truth 
of any of them, (by the aſſiſtance of God)7 am willing to die, and I had 
rather die then doubt of any Point of Faith, taught by our Holy Mother 
tae Roman Catholique Church. 

In what condition Margaret. Plat one of the chicteſt witneſſes a- 
gainſt me was before,and after ſhe was with me,let her ncereſt relations 
declare. 

George Maſſey, another witneſs {wore falſely, when he ſwore, T cave 
him the Sacrament, and {aid Maſs at the time and place he mentioned, 
and { verily think that he never {poke ro me, or to him, or ſaw each 
other bur art the Aſſizes week ; the Third witnets Robert IVood was fud- 
denly killed, but of the Dead why ſhould Tipeak ? Thele were all rhe 
witneſſes againſt me, unleſs thoſe thar only declared what they heard 
from others. I heartily and freely forgive all that have been or are aily 
way inftrumental-to-my Death, and heartily deſire that thole that are 
living may heartily repent; | | | 

| God bleſs the King and the Royal Family and grant his Majeſty a prol- 
perous Reign here and a Crown of glory hereafter, God grant peace to the 
Subjects, and that they live and die in true Faith, Hope, and Charity, That 
which remains is, that 7 recomend my ſelf ro the mercy of my Jeſus by 
| whole merits 1bope for mercy; O Jeſu be ro me a Jeſus. | 


ET:N 15S. 


